1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the following speech and write a 500-word story that would be of interest to residents of Cityville. The speaker is Barbara Redman (cq), president of the statewide Children’s Welfare and Benefits League. She spoke at the opening of City University’s new day care center this morning.

I am delighted to be here today at the University's Day Care Center where more than 100 children of staff, faculty and students at this university are receiving high quality day care. It's a situation that I would wish for all working parents in the this country. I am here today and at other stops in the state to make a plea for affordable, safe day care for any family who needs it. And many of our families do not.
State by state across the country, hardworking American families - some of the nation's neediest families - are finding themselves locked out of the child care they need to keep their jobs and stay off welfare. Only about one in 10 children eligible under federal law are getting the child care assistance they need. For our children and for their parents, more must be done. We must make quality child care affordable now.
Organizations such as The Children's Defense Fund have continually recommended stronger federal action. We live in an age where more than three-fourths of mothers are in the  labor force, and more than five million children are home alone after school. But we are lacking considerable attention and dollars to providing more affordable day care for families of all income levels, and that includes innovative and creative after-school programs for youngsters. It the United States can afford to spend billions of dollars on wars and highways, surely our leaders can help build a bridge to the future with the quality child care and after-school experiences children need to succeed in school and in life.
Let's look at some figures to put day care costs in perspective. While many parents believe college costs will be the biggest expense they face for their children, in fact many will spend more in a year on quality child care than on public college tuition. A family with an infant and a four-year- old, with both parents working full time at the minimum wage would spend about 30 percent of their income on child care. In the 23 states with the highest child care costs in urban areas, the same family would spend about 50 percent of their income on child care. Many people cannot afford such fees. That's why we have subsidies paid by the states and other ways to support child care expenses.
But despite the subsidies available, not everyone can get them. Let me explain. Many hardworking, low-income families are not even eligible for help due to low state eligibility cutoffs for child care assistance. That means they make too much money to be eligible. And many who do qualify cannot get money - either because they are put on long waiting lists or they are turned away due to lack funds. In some states, thousands of mostly non-welfare, low-income workers are on waiting lists for child care assistance.
So there you have it. Child care is expensive. Subsidies are available but often people don't meet the eligibility requirements or if they do, they have to wait their turn or funds aren't available.
We need more programs, and we need more funding. Parents need higher child-care credits, and the income levels for families to qualify should be lowered. If we are serious about protecting children and helping their families, we need to invest more in child care help for families. We still have enormous gaps in our efforts to help parents work and take care of their children. Much more needs to be done to ensure that families have the child care assistance they need to get and keep jobs without sacrificing their family structure and to help those families who are struggling to keep their jobs and stay off welfare.
Please write your Congressmen and women and tell them you support federal legislation that will improve child-care credits, create more subsidies for child care, and provide more programs to meet all of a family's needs for child care. We need options that are affordable and accessible.
Thank you.

